Ford Supporters See Rockefeller 
As His Choice for Vice President 
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fELSON A. ROCKEFELLER 
. . . “fits the needs” 


The same Republican 
forces that persuaded Presi- 
dent Nixon to choose Gerald 
R. Ford as the replacement 
for Spiro T. Agnew pre- 
dicted yesterday that Nelson 
A. Rockefeller would be- 
come Ford’s Vice President. 

Melvin R. Laird, the long- 
time GOP congressman who 
served in the Nixon adminis- 
tration as Defense Secretary 
and presidential counselor, 
said he favored Rockefeller. 

“Ford and Rockefeller 
will form a winning combi- 
nation for the Republican 
Party,” Laird said. 

Laird has been credited 
with persuading the Presi- 
dent to submit Ford’s name 
to Congress as Vice Presi- 
dent at a time the President 
favored John B. Connally— 
who since has been indicted 
for allegedly obstructing 
justice, committing perjury 
and receiving illegal pay- 
ments. 

But it is not Laird alone 
who is pushing for a Rocke- 
feller nomination. 

A source close to a lead- 


ing Midwestern Republican 
senator said “Rockefeller 
fits the needs perfectly.” 

He said it is important to 
’ Republicans in Congress 
and elsewhere that Ford’s 
choice not be someone 
likely to be a candidate in 
1980. Rockefeller will be 72 
that year. 

If Ford takes office in 
1974 and is elected in 1976, 
as is now widely assumed by 
Republican political leaders, 
he would be constitutionally 
ineligible to run for re-elec- 
tion in 1980. 

Two Rockefeller associ- 
ates said there is little 
doubt the former New York 
governor would accept the 
vice presidency if Ford se- 
lected him. One said he 
thought Rockefeller would 
accept because “it’s now in 
the framework of a believa- 
ble call to duty.” 

He also noted that Ford 
asked to remain on the Na- 
tional Commission on Crit- 
ical Choices For Americans 
after he became Vice Presi- 
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